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u -eparture of Zayed- B

With the demise of the late His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan in
the month of November 2004, we missed one of the wisest leaders and the most
important figures. He toiled and devoted himself to educate man and set up a nation.
He left no stone unturned for the well-being of all mankind.

HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan - may Allah have mercy on him - was
succeeded by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
United Arab Emirates - may Allah protect him - to continue the march of human

civilization by following the footsteps of his late father, “Zayed of Goodness.”




constitution considers the family to be the basis of society, strength, morality,
patriotism, child and mother care, and protection of minors and other persons who
are unable to care for themselves. The constitution also provides for compulsory
education and free education for all and in all stages. It also provides for health
care and providing certification, training and employment opportunities for all
citizens. It also provides for the protection of private property and public funds,
and to considering the natural resources and wealth of each Emirate to be a public
property of the respective Emirate. It also provides for cooperation and saving.

HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan - may Allah have mercy on him - gave the
highest priority to education since an educated person is the cornerstone of all the
stages and processes of development. In this connection he said: “The education
of citizens for the future is a local and national priority that should precede the
construction of factories and enterprises because without a good citizen you cannot
fulfill the prosperity and goodness of this nation. Now we are building a progressing

<

generation that will be able to assume the burden of responsibility in the future. °




the UAE people. He said: “We have harvested a lot. We have harvested more than
we expected more than any citizen, friend or brother has envisaged. The best of our
harvest is educating man who should be given priority for care and concern.”
According to the approach and philosophy adopted by HH Sheikh Zayed, man
continues to be a means and an end at the same time. To consolidate such a
fundamental perspective, all the state institutions dovetailed their efforts and adopted
the same mechanisms, infrastructure and organizational tools in order to generate
and qualify a generation who is capable of catching up with the real development
marches, keeping pace with all innovations, overcoming all barriers and specifying
basic priorities.

About the strategies and policies adopted by the state for educating man, Sheikh
Zayed, may Allah have mercy on him, said on 13 February 1972: “The country’s
constitution provides for the principles of equality, social justice, ensuring security,

tranquility, equal opportunities for all citizens, solidarity and compassion. The




all the necessary conditions that would enable the people of the UAE to assume
national responsibilities. HH Sheikh Zayed set the objectives of his philosophy by
saying: “Wealth is not the wealth of money but the wealth of human resources.”
Men are the true power that we hold dear. They are the arbor whose shade we enjoy.
Our firm belief in this fact has enabled us to direct all efforts to educate citizens and
harness the wealth that God has given us to serve the people of this country and
qualify them to assume the heavy responsibilities that they are to shoulder and to be
a good support to us and to our fellows.”

HH Sheikh Zayed Al Nahyan -may Allah have mercy on him - also said: “Progress
and renaissance cannot be fulfilled by cement and steel structures but by educated
people and by whatever makes citizens happy and whatever ensures a decent life.”
HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan - may Allah have mercy on him - always

expressed his satisfaction with the success of the continuous efforts made to educate




u - and Nation-build- D

HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan - may Allah have mercy on him - was
very keen on maintaining education in line with the nation-building. This was the
most important achievement of the United Arab Emirates administration. This
was attributed to the firm belief of HH Sheikh Zayed that an educated person is
the central element of all advancement and progress. He believed that an educated
person is the main pillar on which a nation may depend. He emphasized this
fact by saying: “From the outset, we realized that man is the basis of all human
civilization processes and the pivot around which the true progress wheels.”

The UAE saved no effort to establish its modern and ideal infra structure including
hospitals, schools, higher education establishments, institutes, cultural and
vocational centers in addition to military, academic and technical institutions in

order to attain that noble goals of the country. The UAE leadership meant to create




for the weak to the strong, and there is nothing to fear by letting our citizens
participate in shouldering the responsibility of governance so long as these are
our main goals. We believe that it is our responsibility to let our citizens share
and assume responsibilities. We have actually done so because Islam calls for real
democracy and true justice.”

HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may Allah have mercy on him, set the
best example for all the other officials by his daily follow up of work and visiting
production sites and continuous cohesion and solidarity with his citizens to feel
their desires and needs away from government offices and official reports. He
always said: “I want all officials to see me at the helm of work and at any time and
without prior preparations. I want all officials to follow this model of performance
so as to maintain efficiency and professionalism in all the achievements of our

»
country.




successful in work, you should thank Allah for this success. If you fail and mistype
diligence you should go back to the right path. Everything in this life is subject to
the will of God Almighty, controlled, driven and arranged by Him. You are only
to seek the satisfaction of Allah and to work and trust in Him. After all, blessing is
the will of Allah. When your belief in Allah is strong, Allah shall grant you peace
and that is the utmost happiness. “

The Shura approach adopted by HH Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may
God have mercy on him, was consolidated and confirmed by his direct and open
meetings with citizens at their work sites, desert areas and residence places. He
made regular and periodical field trips throughout the whole country. These trips
strengthened the relationship between the political leadership and people. HH
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan always emphasized and highlighted the Shurah
approach. This wise approach was based on the open door policy applied by the
ruler and the subjects. HH Sheikh Zayedrepeatedly said “Our door is open and
will always remain open.”

HH Sheikh Zayed repeatedly said: “A ruler should always meet with his people and
there should be no barriers whatsoever between a ruler and his people whatever
the circumstances are.”

He used to say: “A ruler; any ruler is only there to serve his people and provide
all means to develop prosperity and progress. For this purpose a ruler should live
among his people to feel and fumble their wishes and know their problems. A ruler
will never be able to do this if isolated from his people,”

HH Sheikh Zayed - may Allah may God have mercy on him - was always keen
on providing the ample opportunities to citizens to participate in and assume any
national responsibilities. He said: “When a ruler is reassured and confident of
himself, he should entrust his people and his fellow officials to help him to do what

is best for the country.”

He kept on saying: “Our goal in life is to let justice and right prevail and to advocate




u -a; Zayed’s Approa. D

HH Sheikh Zayed - may Allah have mercy on him - believed in Shura and adopted
it as an approach for his leadership of the nation-building. In this respect he said:
“The rule of Shura is inspired by Heaven. He who does not obey Allah is a real
loser.”

This philosophy emanated and stemmed from his faith which was based on his
strong belief in Allah and his reliance upon the Almighty Allah in all his actions
and decisions. HH Sheikh Zayed said: “My philosophy of life is that I am a
strong believer that fates and destinies are all controlled by Allah. You have to

work industriously and assiduously as inspired by your faith in Allah. If you are




HH Sheikh Zayed - may Allah have mercy on him - also said: “What my brothers
the Rulers of the Emirates and I have patiently and carefully toiled for has been
achieved. Thanks to the support and blessing of Allah, we have come to a stage
when we are able to go ahead firmly and steadily on the path of nation-building. We

have attained the objectives that seemed far-fetched and beyond reach.”




raising the level of every citizen of the United Arab Emirates. We firmly believe
that the UAE people are the right holders of this wealth. Our people must make up
for what they have missed over the past years in order to catch up with the human
civilization and advancement march. “

HH Sheikh Zayed - may God have mercy on him - said: “Since Allah Almighty has
bestowed upon us wealth, the first thing we are committed to - for the satisfaction
of Allah and expressing our thanks - is to direct this wealth to reform the country
and use it for the goodness of its people.”

In a few years after its inauguration, the United Arab Emirates became a modern
prosperous state where all citizens began to enjoy their well-being and prosperity.
This was emphasized and confirmed by HH Sheikh Zayed when he said: “We have
achieved our aspirations thanks to the Federation of the United Arab Emirates.
This union has contributed so much to change the image of life on this land,
complete dozens of projects in various fields and achieve progress and prosperity
in all aspects of our life.

HH Sheikh Zayed also said: “We were not dreaming of all these achievements that
have surpassed all perception, or this speed that has surpassed all the usual rates
of development.”

The approach adopted by HH Sheikh Zayed for leading the march of the unity
clearly helped in consolidating the concept of unity in the conscience of the nation
and its citizens.

In so many of his speeches HH Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan - may Allah
have mercy on him - expressed satisfaction with the achievements of the Union
march and the status of the UAE stability by saying: “We thank Allah because
we are satisfied and pleased because our Union is on the right path. The UAE is

moving steadily ahead from one phase to another. We have become a source of

pride for everybody due to the achievements fulfilled in this country.”




UAE became the thirty-second member of the United Nations Organization on
9 December 1971 i.e. only one week after the inauguration of this young Federal
State.

The Emirate of Ras Al Khaimah joined the Federation on 10 February 1972. Upon
the announcement of the inauguration of the UAE, HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan
Al Nahyan - may Allah have mercy on him - ordered putting all the material
resources and administrative and technical expertise of the Government of Abu
Dhabi under the service of the United Arab Emirates. On that historic occasion
HH Sheikh Zayed said “Unity is my ambition and the greatest aspiration of the
Emirates’ people”.

HH Sheikh Zayed - may Allah have mercy on him - stated that the goal of this
Union was the happiness of our people and setting up a modern state. He also
said “From the very start we realized that this Union is the key to our strength
and our progress, which means the happiness of our citizens and ensuring a
decent life for them and for the future generations, God willing. We have realized
that prosperity and strength can only be possible in a federal state that has its
solid and firm pillars, a state that is aware of the past with its lessons, a state that
lives the present with its achievements and breakthroughs, a state that heads for
a prosperous future to catch up with the furtherance of human civilization, a
state that adopts an Islamic approach for its internal and external policy of state-
building and the consolidation of its foundations and access to a decent life that
we all seek and look forward to. “

From the first moment of the inauguration of the United Arab Emirates, the
work drive started with one of the biggest development processes in the region.
Since the early days of assuming the reins of government, HH Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, may Allah have mercy on him ordered for harnessing all our

resources for the progress of the country and for raising the level of all citizens.

He said:, “We have allocated all our wealth and oil resources and investments for




u -.mcement of the Ur- D

On 2 December 1971, history witnessed the birth of the modern state with the name
United Arab Emirates. The UAE became the eighteenth member of the Arab League

after the completion of all the instruments of accession on 6 December 1971. The




implementation of Dubai Agreement was approved and the Federation of the United
Arab Emirates was announced officially. HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
was elected to be the First President of the UAE and Sheikh Rashid Bin Saeed Al
Maktoum was elected to be the First Vice President of the UAE.

On 18 July 1971 the Supreme Council of Rulers held a historic meeting in Dubai and
the Federal State project was acknowledged in response to the desire and aspiration of
the people of this Region for setting up a Federation named the United Arab Emirates
that would be the nucleus of a comprehensive and all-inclusive union of the whole

Region.




the late HH Sheikh Rashid Bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Ruler of Dubai. A little earlier in

that year, the British government had announced the withdrawal of its armies from
the Trucial States of the Gulf Region before the year 1971.

In the historic meeting held by the two great leaders, all discussions were concentrated
on setting up a union between the two Emirates of Abu Dhabi and Dubai to supervise
the foreign affairs, defense, internal security, health care services and educational
services. The two leaders also agreed on inviting the Rulers of the other Emirates
for a meeting to negotiate the setting up a union of nine Emirates of Abu Dhabi,
Dubai, Sharjah, Ras Al Khaimah, Ajman, Um Al Qaiwain and Fujairah in addition to
Bahrain and Qatar. After that historic meeting the slogan of unity was embodied and
consolidated by the two leaders; Zayed and Rashid. The Rulers of the other Emirates
enthusiastically responded to this wise call and another meeting was held in Dubai
during 25 - 27 February 1968 which resulted in the agreement on establishing the
Federation of the United Arab Emirates.

Meetings, discussions and negotiations continued among their Highnesses the Rulers

of the Emirates. Next, the historic meetings were held during 11 - 1969 when the




The great contribution of HH Sheikh Zayed - may Allah have mercy on him - was
not limited to the Emirate of Abu Dhabi alone. Since he took over as Ruler of Abu
Dhabi, he has looked forward to getting the other Emirates united together. He took
the initiative after less than two years of taking power as Ruler of Abu Dhabi. He
called for togetherness and unity. In this context he emphasized that “Unity is the
road to common strength, power, protection and goodness. Division gives nothing
but weakness. Meager entities have no place in the world of today. This has been the
rule of history over the past ages”.

The wise and sincere call of the great leader met a wide response. This positive
reaction was embodied in the historic meeting held in Al Samha on 18 February

1968 by the late HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, Ruler of Abu Dhabi and
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many other basic utility projects were implemented in order to establish a modern
country and provide the well-being and prosperity for all citizens.

The volume of expenses spent on development and service projects of Abu

Dhabi during 1968 - 2002 exceeded 162 milliard dirhams. The total allocations for
development during this period was 195 milliard dirhams which was evidence of
unique commitment to harness all the country’s oil resources and revenues for the

wellbeing and prosperity of the nation and the satisfaction of all citizens.




Zayed, the Leader and Founder

Since the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may

Allah have mercy on him, took over as Ruler
of Abu Dhabi on 6 August 1966, the era of
prosperity and hard work has started
for the development of the Emirate
of Abu Dhabi at all levels and in all
fields. The revenues of oil investments
have been harnessed for spending
on development, services and infra
structure projects.

Hence, it was the start of serious
work for implementing ambitious
comprehensive development
projects that covered all areas.
These projects aimed to change
all the aspects of life. The
late Sheikh Zayed always
repeated “Wealth becomes useless

unless it is harnessed to serve and support our people.”

A few years after HH Sheikh Zayed took over as Ruler, the Emirate of Abu Dhabi
witnessed radical changes in a record time. Hundreds of buildings, construction,
modernization, development and service projects were executed. They included
building modern houses, urbanization, services and development projects. Many
hospitals, clinics, schools, universities, institutes, colleges were set up. Many infra

structure projects such as roads and flyovers were constructed. A big number of

water, electricity, communication and transportation facilities were provided. So




Trucial States.

Those who have deep insights into the history of this country can easily conclude
that the UAE has been positively sharing and contributing to the renaissance march,
human civilization and advancement for thousands of years. Hence, the UAE currently
stands up as proud as its high rising towers and buildings. Last but not the least, the
UAE now takes the pride of its seven pearl-like Emirates that make up the state, its

venerable dignified Sheikhs and its friendly and loyal people.




Islam was introduced by the great Arab leader Amr Ibn Al Ass who conquered the
Gulf Area and drove away all the intruding invaders.

Under the umbrella of the Islamic era, the Gulf Region witnessed stability specifically
in the Umayyad State era when the Gulf Region became the hub of global maritime
activities, sea trade and sea faring, due to the flourishing industry of ship building. An
archaeological site has recently been discovered in Jemeira, Dubai. This site featured
the remains of an Islamic town that dates back to the Omayyad Era. The said town
used to control trade routes at that time.

One of the well known Islamic cities at that time was Julphar that was situated on
the Gulf Coast to the north of the current City of Ras Al Khaimah. Julphar featured
residential buildings and mosques that dated back to the Fourth Century AH.

By the advent of the British occupation of the Region, the UAE was known then as the




The archaeological excavations in various areas of the UAE and the monuments
unearthed in these areas reveal that an ancient flourishing civilization developed
in the area known today as the United Arab Emirates. This great civilization dates
back to the year 4000 BC. It had close relationships with the other neighboring
civilizations.

Some colored pottery vessels imported from Mesopotamia were discovered. They
date back to the year 3000 BC. These vessels are evidence of the communications
and relationships between the inhabitants of these areas and the people of Northern
Iraq. Excavators also unearthed various stone tools, tips of sharp swords, metal
chips, plates and blades. Archaeologists also discovered models of forts in Al Hili,
.Bidyah, Abraq Hill and Kalba that date back to the era 2500 - 2000 BC

With the advent of Islam, this region started a new era when the great religion of







Khalifa; the Man

of Achievement

The second of December is the day of expressing loyalty to the leaders
who founded the Union who have defied all challenges, believed in unity
and worked hard and sincerely to achieve it. It is a day to revive allegiance
to the wise leadership and a day of pride and glory for the miraculous
.development achievements of the UAE

The second of December will continue to be a testimonial of the excellence
of the UAE and its entrenched and unique experience of unity under
its wise leadership; led by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the UAE may Allah bless him. The United Arab
Emirates has become a source of inspiration for all the countries seeking
.progress and moving ahead into the future

These days, the people of the UAE live in an atmosphere of celebration
of the 45th National Day, which represents a slogan of pride, affiliation
and loyalty. On the second of December 1971 the late Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan - may Allah rest his soul - and his fellow Rulers of
the Emirates hoisted the flag of the Feral State heralding and marking
the birth of the United Arab Emirates; which has been able during these

years to consolidate its federal experience and reinforce its position on

.the world map among developed countries
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His Highness General Sheikh

MOHAMMED BIN ZAYED AL NAHYAN

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme

Commander of the UAE Armed Forces
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His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Rashed Al Maktoum

UAE Vice President and The Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai




D)l

Khalifa & Achievement




: |
ijﬁ( ;
&
T

A
S |

. I 1 |
| ) ‘lﬁ.r&#ﬁmaﬂ'lrla;’ﬁkxl :

His Highness Sheikh

KHALIFA BIN ZAYED AL NAHYAN

U.A.E President
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His Highness Sheikh
ZAYED BIN SULTAN AL NAHYAN
(.Allah blesses his soul)
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